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At a Sept. 24 press conference, UN observer mission to El Salvador (ONUSAL) director Iqbal Riza
and ONUSAL human rights director Frances Phillipe Texier discussed the contents of the mission's
first report to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar on the status of human rights in El
Salvador. Texier said the number of denunciations on abuses has been "extremely high." He noted
that the mission's mandate is "to formulate recommendations to facilitate change," rather than to
identify the army or the rebels as the worst violators. The report stated that abuses by paramilitary
groups were "particularly worrisome," mainly because they act with near impunity. According
to the ONUSAL report, "changes resulting from constitutional reforms [regarding the military]
will have a decisive effect on improving human rights." The report made reference to the rebels'
abduction and subsequent release of Gregorio Zelaya, coffee grower and member of the Nationalist
Republican Alliance (ARENA) party. After pointing out that "forced" abduction constitutes a
violation of the San Jose accords, ONUSAL called for immediate adoption of measures to eradicate
such practice. Regarding military operations against civilian residents of the Segundo Montes
resettlement community, Morazan department, the report said ONUSAL found no evidence of rebel
activity. The mission concluded that military hostilities were "aimed at intimidation of the civilian
population." ONUSAL investigators could not verify, however, army responsibility for a Sept. 4
incident in another resettlement community, San Jose Las Flores, Chalatenango department, in
which an infant was killed. The report mentioned that shots fired could have originated from an
army post. Created on May 20, ONUSAL's initial mandate is to verify compliance with an April 1990
human rights agreement between the government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front. (Basic data from AFP, ACAN-EFE, 09/24/91)
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